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A Life Stranger than Fiction

An Object Lesson for the World

Th ~ gr f (L half ntury gav th ,. rid an ullex-

ampl d obj ct I n, n t only f indu ·tr.", but of I yalt" of actual
d v tion. tran t .'11\', ther was a \. rv cI b nd of ym-

• • •
pathy h tw n til 'Iav and ml t r in many in tan iany
a lav was intru t d with hi m ·t r' int r t. and h even
j alou I)' watch d v r th 0\' rse r.. wh w r of anoth r cla
of white. nLir Iy. The tru 't d lav wa O'uardian of the family

w II. 'I'll 6d lit· 'h wn a th ri 'i . camc in th fortun of
th uth h uld n v r h forO' Lten by th outhern white.
V hil th m trw rc ab cnl. fi ,htinO' in the war of the Reb I­
Ii n to peT! tuat th bond of the ryant to th cur ed y tern of
lavery. the am rvan w re tandinO' O'uard over the help-

I women and hildrcn I ft behind. and no one qu tioned their
faithfuln to th tru t.

The Negro in the Midst of Exciting Times

The egro found himself then in the midst of exciting times­

the days when the Underground Railroad was a mysterious
mean of escape from slavery, and when night and day device,

many, skillful, and cunning, were re orted to in helping on to
freedom and afety those who sought it. Will the whole truth

ever find the light concerning all this? We think not. Then
came the change - 0 joyful, so sudden, so responsible! Thank

God, we were in a measure prepared. Those whose secret
yearning and persistent labor had enabled them to gain some

knowledge were ready to take hold of the work of uplifting; and
the race fifty years ago had a strong instrument in the children

of Richard Allen's church. The Negro made use of them from
the day when the first transports took missionaries to the South­

land, for they carried aloin May, 1865, Bishop D. . Payne
and a band of follower to the city of Charleston, from which he

had been driven thirty years before a a dangerous educated

egro who was giving too much learning to the race. Then and
there was planted the tandard of Mrican Methodism, and J am
proud to ay that as a young man I lent my hand to the fir t
early efforts of the church in my native tate, along both spiritual
and educational lines.

Grateful for the Aid of the North

For the aid of the orth, we as a people hall ever be grateful.
The egro at that time wa helple and we owe an eternal debt

to tho e elf-sacrificing ones who came to us in our hour of need,

~nd devoted time, talents, and money - all to our ervice. And

It wa no mi take. It wa our impelling force on and up. When
we look back on that peculiar pa t, with its varied situation, its
vari d exp riences, it varied teaching , we are inclined to

\~o~der at the race evolved from it. Why hould it not be more
VICIOU ,wh n immorality wa not only allowed but commanded,

~vhen the virtue of the race was largely disregarded? Why should
It not be almost wholly criminal when we con ider the thou ands

~pon thou ands conceived in degraded pas ion , and brutalized
III every n e? Why hould the world expect 0 much of it
to-day?

"Our Least Crime is Exploited"

To-day our lea t crime is exploited throuO'hout the country,
and countle I 'd l:>.one al to our charge of which we are wholly mno-
cent. When we con ider the ituation of that past which coo-

f Lh· ir knowl dgeand mnk ufT an til r y k
•

f til 'ir f Ilows.
mi ht thr w
for til g d

It was a lif , my friends, that was tranO'er than an ' fiction
v r portray d. and the unwritt n hi tory of tho day would

tax th redulity of th w rId if it w r to be truthfully pre ented
with all it fa t. But th • - O'r w mor than a tru t d friend
to th who h Id him in bond. . H w a v ritabl tat­
man in th kill with whi h h n'cd in a d ubI apa ity. Ev r
loyal and pr t ·tiv t ward th d I nd nt on in hi har ,he
w qually loyal and pr t 'Iiv t th of th n rth rn invad-
ing arm. wh requi d hi I si t n fu itiv ' or pri on r .
'ith nc hlllld h hid L f d and 'ar f r th form rand
wiLh tb til r h hi Ifrorn harm, guid d nd f d th Intt r. It
w~ a lave, 1\ chntt t. n Til ' that did all lhi'. Wa. h not v n
th 1\ 0. mo.n am n In n? For wh hut m n of hi h minds and
1 f ill,tin 'could nnd w uld n full Iiv up t uch tru Is

nnd bonor?

Th not hut ofT fr m piritunl thin . Hi training
in th h I of lav r)' had in luded 0. knowl d f od and of
lb hri tian r Ii ion, - and what It mfort it w ! Row the
hart uld I t i If ut to th miO'hly inth w nd riul ong
of that arly day - th 'pirilunl ," w ('all them. The
impl nalur f th r v II d in lbi , and many a brok n

h art { lind in this ulpouring r til m ti n i only relief.
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